
CELTIC CLUB REDEVELOPMENT 

MEMBERS INFORMATION MEMORANDUM 

JUNE 2010 
 
This document prov ides an update f rom the Celtic Club Committee in relation t o the progress of  its 

investigations int o the potential redevelopment of the Club’s premises locat ed at 316-320 Queen 
Street, Melbourne (the Sit e). 

 
The latest concept drawings prepared by  Peddle Thorp Architects describing the redevelopment wit h 
the new Club and f acilities, together wit h a multi-storey residential development are attached to this  
Information Memorandum and we welcome your f eedback. 
 

Background 
 
The Committee prov ided a written and verbal brief ing f or all members at an Inf ormation Evening in 
October 2009. 
 
At the brief ing Consultants f rom Peddle Thorp Architects and MacroPlan Australia presented the 
f indings of  a detai led f easibility study  addressing the redevelopment of  the Celtic Club.  A summary  of  

MacroPlan’s earl ier Feasibility  Study  can be v iewed on the Club’s web site. 
 

As part of this brief ing, al l members had an opportunity  to ask questions and prov ide written 
submissions in relation t o the redevelopment of  the Club.  All f eedback received to dat e has been 
tabled by  the Committee and t his information has been rev iewed by consultants engaged by  the 
Committee as part of  this process. 
 
 

A New Celtic Club Building & Facili ties – Concept Development Process 
 
Following on from the brief ing in Oct ober, and as was  agreed t o f urther explore the results of  the 
Feasibil ity  Study , the Committee has undertaken f urther extensive work with Peddle Thorp Architects,  
MacroPlan Australia and heritage consultant Lovell Chen to prepare det ailed plans f or the 
redevelopment of  the site. 

 
These plans now include the f ollowing based on f eedback f rom members: 

 

• A new multi-storey Celtic Club Building on the ex isting site with ground f loor access for 
members at Queen Street and Lat robe Street; 

• New Club facilities including a bar, caf é, kitchen and dining room / outdoor terrace area for 
members and guests and dedicated entert ainment spaces f or live music, cult ural events and 
gaming; 

• Expanded spaces for cult ural exhibitions and events and a dedicated Cultur al and Heritage 
Centr e with a reception area and a library ; 

• An Administr ation Centre owned by  the Club with t he option to sub-lease f loor spaces t o 
appropriat e tenant groups with associated revenue for the Club; 

• Subject to f inal design plans and/or negotiations wit h developers, access t o potential  
Recr eational Facilities including a heat ed pool, spa and gym facilities f or members and 
guests; and 

• A new, st ate of  the art multi-storey  (i.e. 35-40 storey) Residenti al Tower with dedicated 
access v ia Queen Street. 

 
Importantly, the Celtic Club will retain full owner ship of its new bui lding and associated Club f acilities.   
Gaming machines wi ll continue to operate within the newly  developed premises and some on-sit e 
park ing may  be available f or Club members and guests. 

 

Discussions w ith Planning Authorities 
 
The Committee has had extensive discussions  with the Department of  Planning and Community  
Development (DPCD) and Melbourne City  Council  (MCC) regarding the planning and design process  
and is happy  to adv ise that the proposed plans f or the redeveloped Site have received ‘I n-Principle’  
support f rom DPCD and MCC. 



 
 
While plans have not yet been f ormally lodged wit h Council, the Committee has been encouraged by  
the f eedback received f rom the St ate Government’s Planning Department, which includes the 
f ollowing: 
 

• The proposed redevelopment of  the Site is supported ‘in principle’ with the continuing role of  the 
Site as a cult ural and heritage destination being an import ant f eature of  the redevelopment; 

• The proposed height and scale of  the redevelopment is ‘appropriate for the Site’ and not  
inconsistent with neighbouring CBD developments of  this nat ure; 

• The building f açade, while  of  a relatively  low Heritage Grading, is regarded as being relatively  
‘signif icant’ f rom an urban form perspective and the Club is committed t o working with the relevant  
Planning Authorities to ensure an appropriate heritage outcome f or the Site; 

• While on-site car park ing would be a desirable f eature of  the development, the Sit e is relatively  
small and Counc il ‘does not require on-site parking’ as part of  the development process. 

 
The Committee is in the f inal stages of preparing documentation that will f orm the basis of  a 
Development Application to be lodged with Council in the second half  of this year. 
 

Planning Pathw ay & Next Steps 
 
Based on the f eedback and discussions to date, the Committee wishes t o continue working closely  
with members to develop the right pathway  going f orward.   
 

The Committee has been advised by its consultants t hat an appropriat e pathway  wil l involve the 
f ollowing steps: 
 

• Lodgement of  a Development Application (DA) with Melbourne C ity  Council to take place in the 
second half of  this year f or approval by  MCC as part of  a normal planning approval process; and 

• An Expression of  Interest (EOI) process involv ing the Committee inv iting written letters of  interest  
f rom investors and developers.  This wi ll provide the Club wit h direct f eedback regarding the 
market’s appetite f or redeveloping the Site through a partnership arrangement with the Club. 

 
The DA process  is l ikely  to take at least  six months  to reach an agreed outcome and wi ll involve 
ongoing discuss ions with Counc il and the St ate Government to achieve the appropriat e development  
approval. 

 
An EOI process involving an initial ‘express interest’ v ia inf ormal written letters f rom 

investors/developers is expected to take 6-8 weeks.  This is a relatively  cost effective and widely  
accepted approach f or seeking informal f eedback  f rom the market place.  This  approach does not  
involve any detai led discussions or negotiations with parties. 
 
The Committee reinf orces that members will be f ully brief ed as part of  this process and t he suggested 
EOI process will not involve entering any  binding agreement and will not involve a sale of  any  part of  

the Club or its facilities. 
 
All inf ormation received by the Club as part  of  this process would be assessed by  the Committee.  A 
f ull report would be presented by  the Committee to members highlighting t he extent of  interest and 
whet her there is a case t o proceed t o a more f ormal Market Call process. 
 
The next stage, a Market Cal l process, involv ing more f ormal discuss ions and potential negotiations  
with a short- list of  development partners will not be undertaken without the prior approval of Celtic  

Club members.  This is in accordance with the Club’s existing Constitutional voting arrangements. 
 
Further information in relation t o the Celtic Club Constitution and members’  rights can be obt ained 
f rom the Club Secretary. 
 

Information Evenings for Members 
 
The Committee invites all members to participate in the f ollowing Information Evenings to take place at  
the Celtic Club: 

 
 



 
 

Session Topi c Date Ti me 

1 “Your Club” – “Your Futur e” 
Detai ls of  the proposed redevelopment of  the 
Site including Club Faci lities and residential 
development options 

22 July  2010 6.30pm-8.00pm 

2 “Your Club” – “Your Futur e” 
Detai ls of  the extent of market int erest in 
developing the site (outcomes of  the EOI 
process) and details of the Club’s Legal 
position going f orward  

TBC TBC 

 

These sessions will be dif f erent and addressing separate topics.  You are inv ited to att end one or bot h 
sessions as appropriat e. 
 
Ref reshments wi ll be available on each evening. 
 

How  to provide feedback to the Committee 
 
Members are inv ited to prov ide f eedback and ask questions  either by writing or emailing the Club 
Sec retary : 
 
Pet er Gav in 
Sec retary  Celtic Club 
316-320 Queen Street, 
Melbourne 3000 

or 
pmgavin27@ hotmail.com 
 
Information received f rom members is held in conf idence by  the Committ ee and will remain 
conf idential unless you advise ot herwise. 
 

The Committee encourages al l members to take advantage of  inf ormation sessions off ered as  part of  
this process. 
 
Sincerely  
 
Seamus Moloughney  – President 
Veronica O’Sullivan – Vice-President 
Pet er Gav in – Secretary 

Sean Lav in – Treasurer 
Sean Bradley  
Francie Coll ins 
Dav id Coyne 
Teresa Fit zsimons 
Cushla McNamara 


